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Feminist depictions and analyses of the family, marriage, and mothering have been
driven by a deep awareness that the family centered around marriage, procreation,
and child-rearing has historically been and continues to be a primary site of
woman’s subordination to and dependence on men, and by an awareness that the
gender ideology that rationalizes women’s subordinate status is heavily shaped by
assumptions about women’s natural place within the family as domestic caretakers,
as reproductive beings, and as naturally fit for mothering. It has been the task and
success of feminism to document the dangers posed to women by family, marriage,

and mothering in both their lived and ideology forms.



